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District Newsletter 

 
District Update: 

Modern technology and the speed of life have made it increasingly easy to become distracted by the world around 
us. I recently heard Denzel Washington paraphrase and expand on the following quote by Mark Twain, “If you do 
not read the paper you are uninformed, if you read the newspaper you are misinformed.” The quote was followed 
with a question, what should we do?  How do we prepare students to navigate a world where information is 
instantly broadcast, recklessly spun, and may not be true?  My initial thought is that perhaps we all slow down and 
be discerning about the information we distribute and consume.  
 

There is plenty going on in the world of education, as state agencies are gearing up for the upcoming legislative 
session. We have a new Superintendent of Public Instruction, Elsie Arntzen, a republican majority in the legislature, 
and returning democratic governor Steve Bullock at the helm. On the federal level Betsy DeVos has been selected 
to serve as the new Secretary of Education. We are fortunate to have many great educational leaders in Montana 
who are familiar with our education system and advocate on behalf of public schools.  Montana’s financial support 
of public education is anchored in our constitution, which recognizes the importance of providing equal educational 
opportunity to all students across the state.  In order to garner support for our schools we must each do our part to 
increase public awareness of the great work being accomplished in our schools. In November the state released a 
rough draft of Montana’s Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) State Plan. The public comment period closes 
December 16th, 2016. After reviewing the plan, I encourage people to provide public input on the plan using the 
following link:  http://app.keysurvey.com/votingmodule/VOTING3/f/1084856/55ed/?msig=ccd9664f9a3419ae0c27a5fdeabd397d 

 
 

Enrollment: 

Recognizing the broad range of experience and education of staff, I understand that to many the 

following information is old news, however, it is current and relevant.  In an effort to have a common 

understanding of the district’s population, the following information is being provided.  

  

 FY16 ANB FY17 ANB PFY18 ANB  

ELEM + Middle 277 291 281  

3yr Average 287 285 283  

HS 181 179 179  

3yr Average 181                               180                                180 

 

Above is the most current information, which is being used to estimate next year’s budget. The data 

indicates that we will most likely use the three-year average for FY 18. Overall the numbers are very close 

at the high school and down 8 in the elementary district.  More information will be provided at the 

January Board meeting.  
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Curriculum: 

 
The District held a 5-12 Math meeting facilitated by our curriculum director Eliza Sorte. Math teachers from each grade 
level attended and offered input on course sequence, curriculum, shared positives, negatives, and ideas for improvement. 
She will return for a follow up meeting in February.  She also conducted an evening of professional development focused 
on the new art standards.  She shared instructional strategies designed to assist teachers in implementing the new 
standards in their classrooms.  Professional development opportunities offered through the curriculum cooperative are 
supported by the District and available throughout the year. Check out their website for upcoming opportunities, 
http://nwmteducationalcoop.org. 

 
School Safety: 

 

Cold weather, slick roads and walkways accompany the beauty of winter. I guess that’s why they say; every rose 

has it’s thorn, ha!  Seriously, please drive safe and be careful getting in and out of your vehicles.  I encourage all 

employees to bring to your building administrator’s attention any unsafe conditions that you discover.  Please 

pass along information about being safe around our roads and parking lots to students.  The increased darkness 

along with slick road conditions make this a very important topic.  

 

Christmas Break:  

 

On behalf of the District, I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. We will have an early release 

on Friday, December 23rd, following lunch, to allow those who are traveling to have additional travel time. School 

will dismiss at 12:30PM on December 23rd.  Please take advantage of this opportunity to rest, relax, and 

appreciate the small things.  

Adult Education:  

There will be three adult education classes being offered this winter session. COED adult basketball, country line 
dancing, and weight training. Courses are normally six weeks in length and cost twenty dollars a person. People 
who are 65 or older are free! These classes have been advertised in the Ledger. 

District Leadership Team:  

The next meeting is scheduled for the 10th of January at 4:00 p.m. in the boardroom. Information from Gear Up 
and our administration team will be presented and discussed.  These meetings provide a great opportunity to 
work together to support initiatives and improve our schools.  

 

Quote of the Month:  

“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, but 

to live by them.” (John F. Kennedy) 
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